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Orleans boutique to o er
vintage, antique wedding gowns
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ORLEANS — Maureen Leavenworth has always
considered herself an outside-the-box kind of
person.

The Orleans businesswoman sells antique and
vintage clothing, jewelry and accessories at her
Vintage in Vogue stores in Orleans and
Provincetown, and she’s decided to expand that
tradition by opening a bridal shop at a second
Orleans location.
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Vintage in Vogue Bridal Boutique, located at 47
Main St., o ers hundreds of antique and vintage
bridal gowns from the 1890s through the 1970s.
The store is a timeline of bridal fashion history with
dresses arranged by the decade, showcasing fabric
and style changes through the years. There are
dresses with leg-of-mutton sleeves once
fashionable in the 1830s and 1980s, as well as
gowns with empire waists, which were popular in
the 1810s and again in the early 1970s.
Leavenworth, who studied art and business in
college, has been a seamstress since she was
young. About 20 years ago, she started working at
the Caleb Nickerson Homestead in Chatham as a
colonial hearth cook. As part of the job, she wore
fashions from the late 1700s.
“I got a whole feel for the experience,” she said.
In 2007-2008, she started working with historical reenactors, creating out ts suitable to speci c time
periods.

“I used to love hearing re-enactors talk about the
personas they had to portray,” she said.
The job required her to nd the fabric that was
available at the time, sewing history into the
clothing. So began a love a air with fashion.
Leavenworth said she loves the connection
between fashion and architecture, how styles arise
and disappear only to reappear decades later. In
addition to running her shops, she also hosts a
fashion class once a year at Nauset Regional High
School in North Eastham that merges history,
fashion and art and allows her to share her take on
the intermingling of fashions.

ff

fi

fl

fl

The coats that men wore in the Civil War era
in uenced ladies’ jacket fashions. Similarly,
Eisenhower jackets were all the rage during and
after World War II. That style was picked up by
fashion designers creating women’s clothing.
Hoop skirts made famous by Southern belles in the
1860s turned into at-fronted dresses with weight
pleated toward the back of the dress. Hence,
Leavenworth said, the bustle was born.
In the 1880s, walking suits became popular, and
women were dressed tight “like penguins,”
Leavenworth said.
“The extremes of fashion are fabulous,” she said.
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Leavenworth started her new shop by o ering Civil
War-era bridal gowns. Starting in February, she
plans to carry a range of dresses, all vintage, some
antique, at the new location.
The average price for a dress will be far below what
women pay on average for a bridal gown, she said.
According to a survey conducted by the wedding
website The Knot, the average cost for a wedding
gown in 2017 was $1,509. The average price point

at Vintage in Vogue Bridal Boutique is $350 per
dress, according to Leavenworth.
Leavenworth and store manager Jessica Kidd
promise to do anything from a simple tting to
revisioning an existing gown at the reduced price.
“We could use the bottom from one, sleeves from
another and bodice from a third to make a custom
design,” Leavenworth said.
“A woman shopping for a vintage dress wants an
out-of-the-ordinary, one-of-a-kind dress,”
Leavenworth said. “The beauty of vintage is that
there is a diversity of styles and fabrics.”
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The store, which opened February 1, 2020, will not
carry any post-1980 bridal gowns.
“I’m too much a part of the past for that,” she said.

